


PRESS STATEMENT BY TUMIVOLE KAKU ACKAH III, NZEMA KOTOKO     OMANHENE, AWIASO
DATED THE 28TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 2026
SUBJECT: ETERNAL MISFORTUNES OF THE NZEMALAND DESPITE THE OVERABUNDANCE OF NATURAL RESOURCES  

THE CHAIRMAN, NANANOM, FRIENDS OF THE MEDIA, MEMBERS OF KOYELE ASSOCIATION, PROUD AND PEACE-LOVING CITIZENS OF NZEMALAND, INVITED GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

I come here, in all humility, as the Paramount Chief of the Awiaso Traditional Area to give thanks to our Maker in Heaven for granting us this wonderful day to meet and present to you with a myriad of Nzema issues. I also deem it apposite to register my heartfelt gratitude for your presence at our Maiden Press Conference of 2026. 
The purpose of this Press Conference as evidenced in the above subject is to bring to the fore the suffering of the Nzema indigenes vis-à-vis the forgotten equity of all the mineral resources supplied from their lands.
I have chosen the above topic for myself to highlight contemporary issues and give a synoptic appraisal of our history and why the citizens of the Nzemaland must not be forgotten in the sharing of the National Cake.
SHORT HISTORY OF THE NZEMA STATE
This is an area many people need to know because some people want it to be forgotten as if Nzema has no history. We have a history. Our history is well documented. And whether you like it or not, the saying is that history cannot be obliterated.

We have always been part of the Akan family which according to Dr. J. B. Danquah are identified by three (3) distinct marks;
(1) That we came from the North and settled in the Sahara where we were part of the ancient Ghana Empire through the Mali Empire after which we migrated to the forest region in an original settlement at Techiman.
(2) That we belong to the maternal inheritance system and everyone is born into one of these seven (7) clans and 
(3) All Akans use the word bra/bla for come and k) for go.

My ancestors belong to the Awulae Annor Bile/ King Kaku Aka I’s hegemony which is also the Nvavile (Agona) Clan. This Nvavile/Annona/Agone clan led the Nzemas from Techiman to settle along the Nzi river in the present-day Ivory Coast. We also know that we travelled along the banks of the Bia River. No wonder that Nzema refers to themselves as Ebiam). We are the primordial occupant of the oldest Stool in the Nzema State.
For the avoidance of doubt, let me reiterate that all the Chiefs who ruled the Nzema State from its discovery in 1192 AD were all from the Royal Nvavile (Agona) Clan. They were all my predecessors. It was my ancestors who established Nzemaland nearly One Thousand years ago.
About Five Hundred years ago when the Portuguese traders landed on our coast, they were met by my predecessor called King Annor Bile Aka and named our land Apollonia land because the Portuguese said it was the feast day of the Roman God Apollo when they landed on our beach.
My great predecessor King Kaku Aka (that is, Kaku Aka I) was enstooled in the year 1831. To start from the beginning, let me stress that this King is arguably the most remarkable Nzema ruler and stands out among all the coastal chiefs for various reasons. The first is that he was the only chief along the coast of modern Ghana who attempted to build a kingdom. Kaku Ackah subdued Wassa, Ahanta, Gwira and Aiyin.
King Kaku Aka incurred the displeasure of the French Colonial masters in the present-day Ivory Coast because he knew that the Southeastern part of that country called Sanvi comprising major towns such as Assini and Grand Bassam were part of his land and dared to exercise his suzerainty over it. Unbeknown to him, the French had made Bassam their colonial capital.

King Kaku Aka also incurred the displeasure of the English traders in the Gold Coast. He made it a policy that if anybody should be sold into slavery, it should be some other person than an Nzema. If anyone had to be killed by way of human sacrifice to the gods, it should be a Whiteman.
Indeed, King Kaku Aka I became so powerful that Ashantis referred to him as “Kwaku Kakae” meaning Kwaku who is feared.

Oral tradition has it that during King Kaku Aka’s era no one could disturb Nzema with war, violence or the slave trade. Hence the mouth of Ankobra River near Axim was referred to as “Sanwoma” meaning only the wind could cross over to the Nzemaland. Let me also not forget to remind you that because several of my predecessors who led Nzemas to their present location or ruled the land had the name AKA just as OSEI is to Ashanti, the other Akans began referring to Nzemas as Akaa ne Akaa Nananom – the descendants of the Aka hegemony.

In 1844, while King Kaku Aka was still ruling our great land something happened. The British governor called Commander J. W. Hill organized the Fanti Chiefs on one momentous occasion which fell on a 6th March, and they together signed what has notoriously become known as the Bond of 1844. This was the covenant that consigned Ghana to British Colonial domination for a period of a century and thirteen years.

After the Bond had been signed between the English and the Fantis, they sent it to Assin, Wassa, Ahanta, Denkyira, Akim, Ga etc. to be endorsed by all the tribes. The explanation they added to it to induce everyone to sign was that its purpose was to come under one umbrella to fight off any possible Ashanti invasion, to enhance trade and to sustain a deeper allegiance with the English to reap all the benefits that come with having the white people as friends.
When the Bond was brought before King Kaku Aka I and its lofty contents explained to him, unlike all the chiefs along the coast, he refused to sign it and he gave his reasons as follows:
(1) That he had never anticipated an Ashanti invasion on his land.
(2) He had never planned to join any alliance to war with anybody against Ashanti.
(3) He had never dreamt of entering any friendly relationship with the white people.
(4) That he had never thought of making friendship with the signatories of the Bond.
(5) That signing the Bond might have the implication of coming under the one in whose interest the whole idea was promulgated.
It will be very disingenuous on my part to sidestep great Nzema personalities such as Dr. Kwame 
Nkrumah who happened to be a direct descendant of King Kaku Aka. Dr. Kwame Nkrumah’s monumental contribution to Ghana’s political and economic development is immeasurable. Again, the pioneering role of another Nzema indigene called George Alfred Wandachie Minnow Grant was colossal in the formative years of our struggle for independence. He was the Nzema business mogul who bankrolled the United Gold Coast Convention that subsequently led to the invitation of Dr. Kwame Nkrumah to the Gold Coast. 
It is equally important to draw your attention to another Nzema indigene in the 18th century who happened to be the first black person who ever went to school and who also became the first black Professor and again the first black person to have lectured the Whiteman in Germany. He was an Nzema man. His name was Anton William Amo who in the early 18th century when all blacks were considered hewers of wood and drawers of water had ascribed to become a professor of Philosophy in 5 leading German Universities namely: Hermstedt, Halle, Jena, Leipzig and Wittenberg. He was also a member of several science academies in Europe.
I would be remiss if I failed to mention another great Nzema from the Axim area, Gyan Konny of Princes Town who was the first African Chief to have defeated the Dutch on the coast. A festival in his memory is still celebrated in the Dutch Colonies in the West Indies.
In the foregoing. Mr. Chairman, Nananom, ladies and gentlemen, friends of the media, and members of Koyele Association it is incontrovertible that Nzemaland has played instrumental roles in the making of this great country Ghana. Why then do you disinvite us to the Grand Dining Table in the equity allocation of the National Cake to all Ghanaians?   
THE ETERNAL MISFORTUNES OF THE NZEMALAND
1. INCREASED UNEMPLOYMENT AMONG OUR YOUTH
The economic deprivation of the Nzema land has risen exponentially for the past sixteen years after the discovery of oil and gas as well as the gold deposit currently being mined at Adamus. The discovery of the Kaolin, another important mineral resource in the Nzema state has further exacerbated the already awful condition of the indigenes at the kaolin exploiting enclave. Ladies and gentlemen, it is with deep disappointment that I address you on the eternal misfortunes of my people as we remain marginalized in terms of equitable dispensation of employable opportunities in the oil and gas industry for our teeming youth. This unbearable situation has caused a mounting volume of discontent among the indigenes of the Nzema land as jobs are constantly being doled out to favourites. 
In recent months the epidemic of employment discrimination has been on the rise as more protocols are considered at the expense of the underprivileged indigenes of the Nzema State. Political persuasions must not be the singular consideration for employment. In mining sector true local indigenes are not given a fair shake in terms of employment but we, the residents, bear the brunt of their cacophonic and detonating noises emanating from their uncontrolled blasting in our communities.  
2. LACK OF A STATE-OF-THE-ART HOSPITAL IN THE NZEMA LAND
Ladies and gentlemen, Friends of the Media, the health of the people is the wealth of the nation. It is very disheartening that with the advent of the oil find we have been persistent in our demand for a state-of -the-art hospital but such calls have died on the vine. At this critical juncture of our historical consciousness, Nzema can no longer leave in the lurch amidst these plethora and expansive resources without being blessed with a Teaching Hospital to treat the myriad diseases that call for special surgical attention. I need to bring to your attention as we gather here for this Presser to appraise our medical stock in terms of hospitals and polyclinics in our state.

Look around ladies and gentlemen can you find any of the Agenda 111 hospitals in the Nzema area? I can state without equivocation that the Agenda 111 Hospitals which were touted as Flagship Projects under the erstwhile Akuffo Addo government did not benefit the Nzema people even though the funding came from the Oil Revenue. But the oil is in the Nzemaland and not even one of such hospitals is sited here-this is a blatant discrimination at the highest apogee. Our pregnant women can no longer sleep on the bare floors in the few hospitals. 
3. UNEXPLAINED SPATE OF DEATHS OF NZEMA YOUTH
Ladies and gentlemen, it is very disturbing that in recent years a lot of our young men have died through some mysterious circumstances. Some indigenes have been killed with some of their body parts and organs dismembered for rituals. We have organized this Press Conference to catalogue some of the killings in our communities. In April 2022 there were some atrocities which were meted out on one young man called Budu Dery in Ellembelle by some unscrupulous security guards at Adamus. This case remains unsolved and unpunished. A little boy also fell into a swimming pool at AYA COMMUNITY CENTRE and died without anybody being held responsible for the young man’s death. Nzemas are demanding the outcome of the police investigation and what really caused the fall? In January 2026 a student of Kikam Senior Technical School was electrocuted whiles they were mounting a billboard for Hon. Armah Buah at Ankobra. We, the Nzema people, demand a speedy investigation to bring these unrepentant perpetrators to book. We also demand answers from the Ghana Police Service for the shooting dead of a 17-year-old boy Master Pious Nkansah (aka Nkrumah) at Adelekezo.
4. ARBITRARY LAND GRABBING BY POLITICIANSMr. Chairman, there has been several unscrupulous abuses of power by our Member of Parliament who doubles as Minister of Lands and Mineral Resources in grabbing lands from indigenes. As a matter of fact, the Minister is using his position to bulldoze his way to appropriate almost an acre of land in a prime area for himself at this very place, AWIASO. Arbitrary land grabbing from vulnerable Nzemas has become the Minister’s stock in trade ever since he assumed office. In the interest of peace, we will exercise maximum restraint, but Hon. Buah would not be allowed to take our land. He has vowed to use the panoply of the Police and the Army at Essiama and Takoradi to hunt or brutalize anyone who stands in his way. Hon. Armah Buah’s grand scheme is to create animosity between NDC and Awiaso, but he will never succeed for this abhorrent behaviour is not permissible in the RESET AGENDA of His Excellency President John D. Mahama’s government. Let me seize the occasion to thank President Mahama, a caring and listening President for accepting to scale down the TWENTY THOUSAND acres of land to FIVE THOUSAND acres of land for the Petroleum Hub. All appointees should be placed under President Mahama’s calmness disposition tutelage which is devoid of insult and unscrupulous abuse of power. Our ministers should stop those hackneyed and low-level expressions of: My government is in Power!! I will take it by every means necessary as proclaimed by some appointees! Mr. Buah should note that he is not President Mahama and therefore must learn from him.
5. HELICOPTER SPRAYING OF DEADLY CHEMICALS ON THE COCONUT 
            PLANTATIONS IN JOMORO
Nzemas cannot be taken for granted by anybody for we are all equal before the law. We observed with great dismay the unauthorized HELICOPTER SPRAYING of chemicals on the COCONUT plantations in the Jomoro Constituency and we need some answers from the Member of Parliament for Jomoro Hon. Dorcas Afo Toffey regarding the person who authorized the spraying. 

6. AGENT OF PROVOCATION IN CHIEFTAINCY CONFLICTS IN THE NZEMALAND
In recent months some unscrupulous politicians who do not worth their salt have meddled in various chieftaincy matters, acting surreptitiously as ‘AGENT PROVOCATEUR’ to cause trouble by financing some chiefs to stoke conflict and such eristical shady characters are not welcome in our peaceful communities.  Hon. Buah should cease and desist from lending his unalloyed support to Awulae Blay, a caretaker chief who is also not gazetted. For the avoidance of doubt, as allodial owner of Nzemaland I will not resign to nature when eminent danger looms in forceful appropriation of any parcel of the Nzema land by any marauding brigands of the country.

7. GALAMSEY: THE NEW EXISTENTIAL THREAT TO OUR HEALTH
It is frightening and very disheartening to see these criminal Galamseyers destroy our environment with impunity. Galamsey has become the new existential threat more than HIV/AIDS and MALARIA in the Nzema State and therefore must be stopped. The Nzema KOYELE EKU must be congratulated for the nose bleeding fight they have constantly engaged with the galamseyers in the Nzemaland. The galamsey destruction in our forest has reached an alarming criticality, we are therefore entreating the Minister of Lands to act with speed in stamping out these criminals. Nzema is scorching and the poor indigenes are thirsty because our streams are drying up due to the many diversions of the water ways. Hon. Lands Minister, we need to see the turbidity levels of all the streams in the Nzemaland reduced, made crystal clear and drinkable. We all must take the fight against galamsey to their doorsteps and smoke them out for the sake of our children’s education. The future of the Nzemaland is bleak with dire consequences if we sit and look on with a nonchalant attitude and allow these lawbreaking galamseyers to continue to wreak our water bodies with the miasma of mercury, cyanine and other poisonous chemicals, there will be no Nzema tomorrow if we do not unite to fight the scourge of galamsey. 
My fellow Nzemas, let’s unite as never before, rise from our long slumber and sidestep any inherent tranquilizing drug of gradualism that has forestalled our collective efforts in the past and sound a clarion call to renew our energies to fight the ills of our society to preserve the ecosystem of tomorrow’s NZEMA STATE.
Thanks for attending this great maiden, Press Conference!
Long live NZEMA KOYELE EKU!
Long live TUMIVOLE KAKU AKA III!! 
Long live NZEMA STATE!!!
Long live GHANA OUR MOTHERLAND!!!!

                                                           “END”

YOUTH CHIEF FOR THE NZEMALAND: 0549595153
EGYA MOHA, EXECUTIVE MEMBER, KOYELE EKU:0241435948
MR. MORKEH APILLA, SECRETARY:0545719783
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